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collocations

Word partnerships or words
that are commonly used
together by native speakers.

Word + Word = Collocation
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Why learn collocations”

o Your nguage wil be more raural and more easly wderstood

o You wil bave alematve and rer ways of expressng yousel]

ot aser for our brans to remember and use language 1 chunks or bhcks ra

snge words

How to learn collocations

o Be aware of colocations, and ty to recognize tem when you see or ear (g




Collscate Don t Collscate
& '

Strong tea/coffee Fowerful tea/coffee
Tl tree Han tree ‘ ;
Heavy rain Weighty rain ool | '. =

y d \ o
a mop & )
P\ ) a decroate I

Rich faste Deep foste o ptwre N/ ' ) o ol
Big wistake Large, mistake o A

Great fun Big fun

Sweet dreams Nice dreams

y . v g damage
What is a collocation? i / A 4 M on invitation

¢

A collocation is two or more words that often go together. These combinations just sound \
o key

l <
'right" to native English speakers, who use them all the time. On the other hand, other g : " preposition 8 o0 otude

combinations may be unnatural and just sound "wrong". Look at these examples :

natural English.. unnatural English...

the fast train | the quiek train

on answer |/ L o relationship | \
i B o connection
fast food quick food a reply to 2 o connection 8

a relationship

y 0 contoct
o reaction |\ / - 0 contact
\/ o dfference

a quick shower a fast shower
a quick meal a fast meal




Sample Collocations
There are several different types of collocation. Collocations can be adjective + adverb, AD-' ECTIVE + NOUN

noun + noun, verb + noun and so on. Below you can see seven main types of collocation in A soft drink A soft voice (# a loud VOlCC)
sample sentences. Strong coffee (#* weak coffee)
a strong/heavy accent (# a slight accent)
1. adverb + adjective I can't understand his English because he has such a strong
e Invading that country was an utterly stupid thing to do. accent.
o Eifenicediiihie e v rosas Hard work (hard physically or mentally)

e Are you fully aware of the implications of your action? A great success (very SUCCCSSfUI)

It was hard work organizing the conference, but I think it was
COLLOCATIONS i Heavy traffic ( a lot of cars on the road)

Heavy rain (raining a lot)

A heavy smoker

Theres always heavy traffic during rush hour.

I used to be a heavy smoker.

utterly ridiculous The plane could not take off because of heavy rain

ridiculously easy o b oo e
This test is ridiculously easy! Q - didn’t steal your favorite pen
| didn't even study, but | will ‘ 5 from work yesterday. He wasn't
get a high score. even in the office yesterday.

m, highly successful

mhcmmﬁd

H - : 3. noun + noun

gh d to e Let's give Mr Jones a round of applause.
Are you okay? | am deeply bod’ovhnhtd!hﬂcdomlm}unk
o - e The ceasefire agreement came into effect at 1lam.

e I'dlike to buy two bars of soap please.

2. adjective + noun
e The doctor ordered him to take regular exercise.
e The Titanic sank on its maiden voyage.
« He was writhing on the ground in excruciating pain. e Snow was falling as our plane took off.
e The bomb went off when he started the car engine.

4. noun + verb
e The lion started to roar when it heard the dog barking.




7. verb + adverh

o She placed her keys gently on the table and sat down.

o Mary whispered softly in John's ear.

o I vaguely remember that it was growing dark when we left

Verh collocations

have

have a bath

have a drink
have a good time
have a haircut

do business
do nothing
do someone a favour

do the cooking

make

make a difference
make a mess
make a mistake

make a noise

have a holiday
have a problem
have a relationship
have a rest

have lunch

have sympathy

take

take a break

take a chance

take a look

take a rest

take a seat

take a taxi

take an exam

take notes

take someone's place

take someone's temperature

pay

pay a fine

pay attention

pay by credit card

pay cash

pay interest

pay someone a compliment
pay someone a visit

pay the bill

pay the price

do the housework
do the shopping
do the washing up
do your best

do your hair

do your homework
break

break a habit

break a leg

break a promise

break a record

break a window

break someone’'s heart
break the ice

break the law

break the news to someone

break the rules

save electricity

save energy

save money

save one's strength

save someone a seat
save someone's life

save something to a disk
save space

save time

money
progress
room

trouble
catch

catch a ball

catch a bus

catch a chill

catch a cold

catch a thief

catch fire

catch sight of

catch someone’'s attention
catch someone’'s eye

catch the flu

keep

keep a diary

keep a promise

keep a secret

keep an appointment
keep calm

keep control

keep in touch

keep quiet

keep someone's place




COMMON COLLOCATIONS

Have Break Pay Make %

2 (OLLOCATIONS

_____ oo

1]

Havead""k, [ Payaﬁe""m? Mamm.m * Do a favour o Make a difference || o Have a good time || o Take a break
Haveagoodtine — Breakarecord Pay by creitcard Make 4 misfike
Haveahaicat —— Break apronise Pay cash Moke anoie o Dothe cooking || o Makeamess || Haveahath ||  Take a chance
Haveatolay ~— Breakawindow Payiterest Make an effort

Havea bth Break. eg Payafine Make a diference

Haveaproblem — Break someonesheart  Pay someone a complivent ~ Make fumiure * Dothehousork 1 Nakeamstae ] Rave 2 ek * Toke 1k

Havea refionship ~ Break the ce Pay someoneavisit—~ Make money o Dothestoping || * Nakeanoise || Haveahaireat || o Takearest
Have arest Breat the lw Pay the bl Make progress
Have lunch Breal.the news fo someone. Py the pice Make room * Dothe washing up | » Make an effort || Have aholiday || » Take a seat

Hove sympatly —— Break the rles Pay your respects Make rouble



COME

* Come close

o Come complete
with

o Come first

o Come into view

o Come last

+ Come prepared

o Come right back

o Come second
e Cometoa
compromise

o Come to a decision

» Cometoan
agreement

* Come to an end

» Cometoa
standstill

VERE COLLOCATIONS

GO GET KEEP

+ Go astray * Getajob * Keep a diary

o Go had o Get angry * Keep a promise
« Go hald * Get a shock * Keep a secret

+ Go bankrupt o Get married * Keep an

« Go blind o Get drunk appointment

» Go crazy o Get frightened * Keep calm

« Go dark * Get lost * Keep control

o Go deaf * Get permission * Keep in touch
o Go mad * Get pregnant * Keep quiet

* Get started
o Get the impression

* Go missing * Keep someone's

» Go online place
o Get the message
o Get the sack

o Get upset

o Get wet

« Go out of business * Keep the change

* (o overseas
* Go quiet
* Go sailing

o Go to war * Get worried

Common Collocations
od enough

'/%
J4

Best possible

ADVERBS + ADVERES

All alone
Right now G Allalong

' f
v 0 8
i

This work is simply not | was scared because | @
ood enough, : : was all alone,
The water s crystal T Getting  perfect score [ sorry but  can't Weknw all lorg that he
and drunk without any &,f\ ,qz i the best possible tall right now. &,{: h - packing a dictionary.
treatment. result
Clse together . o Safeandsound  (uite epoug_ ¢ 5 Aimog certamg
™ . y . ADVERSS /
” Collocations oy K‘ [ w
nl A ))& n l (LLADVERBS)»\) bt
!, 've had qulte enough of Alrmost certainly he will be
They stand close together, sy He was weak for lack of i Ty Sl g o the g
holding hands. f x food, it safe and sound, ¥ f«’ ‘% Al
fiek and tired Neat and tidy well : Dead ahead
®  Bestever N £ Only ju o
[ " Lty ¢ AAA, 108000
o 00 g
‘ & £ X d =
The boy was sick and tired _ The classroom and its b knorvs P retty'well N The school is dead
of doing his lengthy  In my opinion he was equipment had to be very everyhing there.ls 0 We madeit to theairport ~ ahead about two
homework assignment,  the best ever. neat and tidy, ow on the subjct on time, but only just. miles from here,




